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SUB J : HIIACKING OF VIETNAMESE AIRCRAFT 

REF: SINGAPORE 4783 

1 . BEGIN UNCLASSIFIED. NOVEMBER 2 ISSUE OF AFTERNOON DAILY NEW 
NATION CARRIED EDITORIAL ON HIIACKING OF VIETNAMESE AIRCRAFT 
TO SINGAPORE. 

2. EDITORIAL OBSERVES THAT HIJACKING HAS PRESENTED SINGAPORE 
WITH "A COMPLEX MORAL, LEGAL AND POLITICAL PROBLEM". VIETNAMESE 
WANT HIJACKERS BACK, VIETNAMESE REFUGEE GROUPS WANT THEM GIVEN 
ASYLUM, AND INTERNATIONAL AIRLINE PILOTS WANT FIRM ACTION 
AGAINST THEM. EDITORIAL LAUDS SINGAPORE AUTHORITIES FOR TER- 
MINATING THE HIJACKING AND HELPING SURVIVORS RETURN HOME 
RATHER THAN MERELY REFUELING THEM AND SENDING THEM ON THEIR 
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WAY AS THAI AUTHORITIES DID. 

3. EDITORIAL NOTES THAT GOS INTENDS TO DEAL WITH HIJACKING 
"IN ACCORDANCE WITH INTERNATIONAL LAW AND CONVENTIONS”. IT 
POINTS OUT THAT CONVENTIONS PROVIDE FOR EXTRADITION OF 
HIJACKERS IF THERE IS EXTRADITION TREATY BETWEEN GOVERNMENTS 
CONCERNED, BUT THAT THERE IS NO SUCH TREATY BETWEEN SINGAPORE 
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AND VIETNAM. 

4. FINAL PARAGRAPH OF EDITORIAL AS FOLLOWS: "SINGAPORE HAS 
AN OBLIGATION BOTH TO HELP FIGHT AIR PIRACY GENERALLY AND IN 
THIS SPECIFIC CASE TO ENSURE THAT JUSTICE IS DONE. INTER- 
NATIONAL LAW, IT APPEARS, ALLOWS EXTRAORDINARY EXERCISE OF 
JURISDICTION OVER PIRATES RECOGNIZED AS COMMON ENEMIES 'OF ALL 
MANKIND". SO IT SEEMS POSSIBLE FOR THE SINGAPORE AND VIET- 
NAMESE GOVERNMENTS TO SERVE THE COMMON CAUSE OF JUSTICE BY 
AGREEING TO PUT THE HIJACKERS ON TRIAL HERE. HANOTS AGREEMENT 
IS NECESSARY, BECAUSE THERE WILL BE NEED FOR WITNESSES FROM 
VIETNAM. SINGAPORE CAN STILL PUT THE HIJACKERS ON TRIAL FOR 
WHATEVER OFFENCE IS DISCLOSED, EVEN IF HANOI DOES NOT CO- 
OPERATE. THE REQUEST TO HAND THE HIJACKERS OVER TO THE VIETNAMESE 
IS ONE THAT SINGAPORE OBVIOUSLY CANNOT AGREE TO ON BOTH LEGAL 
AND MORAL GROUNDS. AND IF ANYONE OF WHATEVER IDEOLOGY TRIES TO 
PUT ON THE PRESSURE, SINGAPORE HAS SHOWN THAT IT IS CAPABLE OF 
DOING WHAT IT BELIEVES TO BE RIGHT. IT WOULD BE WRONG TO DO 

A PONTIUS PILATE." END UNCLASSIFIED. 

5. BEGIN SECRET. DIRECTOR OF ISD TOLD US IN CONFIDENCE THAT 
THIS EDITORIAL PRECISELY REFLECTS VIEWS OF SINGAPORE GOVERN- 
MENT. IT THUS APPEARS THAT GOS IS APPROACHING DECISION TO TRY 
HIJACKERS HERE RATHER THAN RETURN THEM TO VIETNAM. HOLDRIDGE 
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